














Roman Road Walk

Over the last few months, we have been undertaking
research looking into the evidence for a Roman
road (or roads]) passing through or near Marlow.
As members will doubtless be aware, there is little
evidence of substantial Roman settlement or activity
in the immediate vicinity of the town, but there is
plenty within near distance along the Thames (eg the
vila at Hambleden) and also north of Marlow, with
the remains of a substantial villa on the Rye in High
Wycombe.

We have undertaken significant desktop research,
mapping the details of known Roman archaeological
finds and suspected roads along the Thames and
south Chilterns. We have combined that with other
anecdotal evidence of Roman activity to form a high
level picture of the potential scale of activity in the
area during the Roman period.

Based on that, we initially undertook a field walk
exercise during September last year in and around
Bisham. This focused on following some well
established footpaths for indications of any road or
track suggesting a connection between Marlow and
Maidenhead across the Thames near the existing
bridge. Despite an extensive search, aided by
excellent weather, we identified no evidence of any

Roman tracks or roads.

We have also conducted brief surveys of a similar
nature to the west of Marlow, following the footpath
from opposite the Cheerful Soul restaurant, through
Harleyford and to Medmenham. Again, the extent of

cultivation and
work to the
landscape over
the centuries
that
evidence

meant

any

of any Roman
tracks has long since disappeared.

Finally for now, we have also looked north of the town.
In early December, a group walked a footpath that runs
parallel with Burroughs Grove up towards Ragman’s Castle
and Handy Cross. This footpath - considerably sunken in
places - is clearly a very old path but again offered up no
obvious evidence of any Roman activity.

So our activities to date - while enjoyable and interesting -
have not yet yielded any success. Our next port of call will
be to make contact with other groups in the region who
have also been investigating Roman roads and settlements
to exchange findings and ideas.

In the meantime, if any members would like to know more
about the research to date or have any information that
they feel might be helpful in this elusive search, please do
contact Andy Ford by email at andyford.marlow@btinternet.
com or on 01628 481141.

lllustrated history of early
Buckinghamshire

Between March and July this year, Bucks Museum in
Aylesbury will be holding an exhibition

J
Marlow Museum

Changing Opening hours,

Presently (Winter)
Sundays only 1 to 3 pm

Summer - From 6 March,
Saturdays, Sundays and

Bank Holidays 1 to 5 pm

Funded by National Lottery Awards for All - Reg.

arity No.
Court Garden Leisure Centre, Pound Lane, Marlow

\_ entitled ‘An lllustrated history of
early Buckinghamshire'.

AlM has been offered the opportunity
of contributing to the exhibition. It is
planned that we will have a display
case to advertise our previous and
future archaeological investigations.

So, if you are in Aylesbury, why not
pop in to see the displays created
by AIM and other archaeological
Bucks?
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Ackhampstead - The chapel that vanished

Ackhampstead no longer exists, though for eight
hundred years its 465 acres nestled quietly just off
the road between Lane End and Frieth. All that is left
today are a large earth platform, a ditch running across
the next field, a clump of trees with the remains of
some flint walls and the word “Ruin” on the OS map.

Ackhampstead is not mentioned in the Doomsday book
but a pre-conquest account implies it existed as it was
given to Abingdon Abbey by Edward the Confessor
and his queen, Eadditha, “from sorrow at the under-
nourishment of the younger monks.” The earliest known
explicit mention of the chapel is in 1242 when it was
referred to as Ackhampstead or Chyssobock in the
registers of the Bishop of
Lincoaln.

Interestingly, in 1429
Thomas Chaucer, son of the
famed poet, was the “Esquire
for life” of the “manor of
Ackhampsted,” indeed he was
buried only a few miles away in
Wallingford.

The last curate, the Rev. Fredrick Menzies and arguably
the villain of our piece, considered it of “No architectural
value with no graves inside or out”. He also claimed that
there was no road whatever, which was palpably untrue!
Perhaps he disliked the area as he also referred to the
district as “almost heathen, many of the people being
un-Baptised” - though he admitted the congregation
“usually consisted of 80 or 90 individuals” - which
must have been a very tight fit in such a tiny chapel!

On 12th August 1847, the residents of the Cadmore
End part of the parish met and resolved to move the

chapel nearer to
their own houses
as it was “more
convenient”, though
presumably not for
the 56 residents
of Ackhampstead! Two years later at a Consistorial
Court of the Diocese on 28 April 1848, the decision
was made to build a new church at Cadmore End.
A plan to move the responsibilities for the Chapel
over to the curate at Hambledon seems to have
fallen by the wayside - not least by the dismantling
of the building to provide stone for the new church!

A Ackhampstea& apel

Oxford’s County and City Herald
reported that the court was presided
over by Dr Philimore, chancellor of
the Diocese; promoters were the
Rev. Edward Brietzake Dean, vicar of
Lewknor “and others”; the opposers
were Sir Wiliam Robert Clayton,
Bart., Joseph Townsend “and others”.
There was a discussion as to whether
Dr Philimore could hear the case
and it was thought the Bishop should
preside over it. However Dr Phillimore “corrected” this

The site of Ackhampstead chapel

view by announcing that “nothing can be more complete
than the surrender of all his powers to me”. He also
reported that the bishop had considered that the move
would “promote the spiritual advantage of the district”.

Dr Phillimore’s power to pull down the chapel was also
contested, but again his view held sway, despite the
fact there was no written authority for him to do this.

If you visit the chapel on a quiet sunny day you can
almost hear the echos of thoughts on sharp practices!

e A small friendly market offering top quality cut flowers, a full floristry

MARLOW MARKET
Dean Street Car Park, Marlow - Every Wednesday and Saturday, 8.00am - 4.00pm.

Y

service, a large selection of herbaceous plants and all seasonal plants.

e Also, large quantities of English and Foreign fruits and vegetables &

discounts for bulk orders.

* Also fresh eggs, pet foods, peanuts and wild bird foods.

All enquiries - Di Roberts 07957-837261




Taking the Toll

The earliest recorded toll road in the

world is the Susa-Babylon highway, k
when travellers paid a toll during €
the regime of Ashurbanipal (who f}

conguered Egypt] some 2700 years
ago. Aristotle and Pliny both mention
tolls in Arabia and other parts of Asia
and their use was also recorded in
India, befare the 4th century BC.

In England, the upkeep of bridges was
placed in the hands of local settlements
by the Bridges Act of 1530 and, some
25 years, later Parliament (like today knowing a good
cost-cutter when they saw it!) devolved the care of
roads to parishes as statute labour. Every adult in
a parish was obliged to work for four consecutive
days a year on the roads - and had to

provide their own tools, carts and
horses. 1663 saw a section

of the Great North Road in
Hertfordshire become
England'’s first road to
charge a tall, and the
first Turnpike trust
was set up some
forty years later in
17086.

The

comes from the military

name “Turnpike”

practise of placing a pikestaff
it was “turned”

across a road to block it -

Tu rnpike
\\Toll road

Beaconsfield
. arlow

to one side to allow travellers to pass. Turnpike trusts
became responsible for improving and maintaining most
main roads in England and Wales and eventually 1,000
trusts administered around 30,000 miles through some
8,000 toll gates. They were gradually abolished starting
in the 1870s, principally due to the growth of the railways.

During the 1800s, Buckinghamshire had at
least sixteen Turnpike trusts, including
“Great Marlow and Stokenchurch,”
which was incorporated in 1791 and
had its term extended for a further
21 vyearsin 1813. It was responsible
for 8.5 miles of road including two
There

is some evidence for a toll bar at

turnpikes and a side gate.

Seymour Court in a Notice of Auction
of Talls in July 1821.
are mentioned in the same notice and were
at Penley Hills and Well End - which were both
in Oxon until the boundary changed in 1896.

Two other gates

Saddle Safari

CYCLE SALES & SERVICE

Crown Lane, Off Spittal Street,
Marlow, Buckinghamshire.

Tel. 01628 477020
www.saddlesafari.co.uk




The A40 Toll Road.

The road between Beaconsfield and Stokenchurch was
“turnpiked” in 1719, with other sections turnpiked later.
In 1751 it was added to the “Wendover to Buckingham
Turnpike Trust” and remained part of it until 1852, when
the Beaconsfield and Red Hill Trust was formed.
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There were five toll gates along this road, starting with the
Denham gate, opposite the “Dog and Duck” followed by the
Red Hill gate near the 18th milestone. The Holtspur gate
collected tolls at the north end of the road from Hedsor.
High Wycombe’s gate was pulled down in 1826 and
replaced by a new toll bar and although the toll house was
eventually dismantled in 1978, it has now been re-erected
at the Chiltern Open Air Museum, complete with its toll
board. Lastly, the West Wycombe gate was sited where
the road splits off to Princes Risborough.

From Chenies through Amersham, High Wycombe,
Marlow and on to near Henley-on-Thames.

This road was managed by the
Reading and Hatfield Turnpike
Trust, which was the very last
trust in the county and continued
until as late as 1881.

Debatably, there was a turnpike at
the intersection of several lanes
in Little Chalfont. But a statement
of income and expenditure for the
trust dated 31st October 1829
does not include it. However a
much altered toll house called

Beel Lodge does survive there. A “Whielden Lane” gate
appeared on a 1985 0.S.map - but not on the earlier
maps. It stood opposite the ‘Queen’s Head’ and seems
to have been demolished for road widening in 19289.
The Terriers gate turnpike was probably sited west
of Wycombe Heath - and the gate at Great Marlow
was to be found north east of the town where the High
Wycombe and Little Marlow roads meet. The Bisham
gate was north of Marlow Bridge and the Greenland
gate was opposite Greenland estate. The Ordinance
Survey also marks a turnpike at Medmenham, though

there seems to be no reason for a gate to be there.

The Marquess of Salisbury and the Earl of Essex, were
both afflicted by gout and made annual “treatment”
visits to Bath. To shorten the journey, their lordships
actually built their own road from Hatfield! It crossed
the Thames at Marlow and joined the A4 at Knowl! Hill

- cutting their journey by some 20 miles.

The surviving mile posts on this road are all from an
identical cast-iron mould and all show Reading, but give
the distance to Hatfield at the top. One of these is still
standing in St. Albans at the west end of St. Stephen’s
Hill near the King Harry public house. Others are at
Chenies, Little Chalfont, Medmenham and Greenlands.
Two more have been found locally at the entrance to

Bisham Church and at Burchett's Green.

The OId Toll House at Bisham Gate

This cottage is of particular local interest and was
probably built during the 139th century for the Reading
and Hatfield Turnpike Trust. Over the years there
have been numerous
additions and alterations
to the building. Although
there is no direct
documentary evidence
of a tollhouse at this
location, local oral
tradition suggests it was

a toll collection point.

| would carry on with
this subject - but writing

has taken it’s toll on me!
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This is to give members notice that the Annual General Meeting of Archaeology in Marlow will be
held in the Garden Room, Liston Hall on Thursday 27 May 2010 at 8 p.m.. You are invited, not only

to attend the meeting but also to stand for election to the committee and to propose motions for the
meeting.

aqim would like to welcome the following new members Roger and Sally Ainslie.

A1YY) Annual Membership Rates
Individual Membership £9.00 or £4.50 if in full time education

Family Membership £12.00, School Membership £18.00
Corporate Membership is available on application

A1YY) Committee Meetings

All members are welcome to attend all SAiYYY) meetings
The Main Committee Meeting - 7.30pm on Tuesday 2™ March 2010 @ 9 Spinfield lane. Marlow

The Fieldwork/Research Meeting - 7.30pm - To be announced

AAi1YY) Committee Members

Chairman Vacant

Secretary Kathy Bragg
01628 631952 - aim@knowledgescape.co.uk

Acting Treasurer Ann Pitwell
9 Spinfield Lane, Marlow, SL7 2JT

01628 481792

annpitwell@hamesinternet.com

Membership Secretary Gerry Platten
12 The Croft, Marlow SL7 1UP

01628 472126

Field Work Co-ordinator John Laker

9 Spinfield Lane, Marlow, SL7 2JT
01628 481792 - johnlaker@thamesinternet.com

News sheet compiler Gerry Palmer
01494 637499 gerry@palmer-rose.co.uk




